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Beth grew tired of young adult books
about vampires and werewolves.
She wanted to read a different kind
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Back in the 17th century,

creating the bottle and the bottle itself
was what tied everything together
Instructions on how to create a witch
battle would be provided by the local
cunning person - someone who
performed magic but was not a witch,
and specialised in ‘unbewitching' -
curing or preventing curses. The afflicted
individual would visit the local cunning
person and tell them all about their
problems, and the cunning person would
prescribe the witch bottle, a bit like a

fﬂ

VenPenplethhwaMamm

alot of people were had cast a spell on them would craft . doctor preseribing medicine,

panicking about witches. these bottles into their own spell of * X

As far as they were sorts; to protect themselves and their / // J % Disclaimer: AQUILA magazine does not

concerned, a witch could families, cure what they believed to be . X5 ) ” * endorse the use of ufine or sharp, rusty
AauiLh curse you, curse your curses from witches, or get revenge = % nalls in pretend magleal potions.
family or even your cow! And that on the witch who cursed them. One IJ ./f fx .
was a very scary prospect indeed. To particular bottle from the 17th century 1 COULD IT BE MAGIC?
protect it - called a Bartmann Jug (or Bearded o 2 The concept of magic in a bottle still
people created witch bottles. Man Jug, on account of the delightful X} // / ) )) exists in the modem day. A witch bottle

image of @ man with a rather large =S was found in the River Thames dating

The bottles that people used didn't beard on the front) - was found to = ) back to 1982 It used a small plastic
begin their lives as witch bottles. They contain risty nalls, & heart cut out of { * ~ medicine bottle and contained pieces
were often stoneware bottles from cloth, and a bent brass sewing pin. e af metal, coing, spices, and even human
Germany, where they were mass- Other items could include clumps . teeth! Itis thought that the creator of this
produced and shipped overseas for any of hair, bits of iron in different forms, ¢ Y mmwwgﬁndnra
number of uses. Ordinary people would leaves, personal items, and many V8 BB nasty case of toathache |~
buiy these bottles for their contents, other different recycled materials 2 iLLU iy » 0 ] D | nrer  sthey
much in the same way we buy a bottle of from around the home, The making & NG added to the mixture were oves, which
Coke in the shop today! Once whatever of a witch bottle truly was a thrifty % *lJuliaﬂa skrvewan foe their elievi peaple make spel jars, which can

was in the bottle had been used, the mn{ ,u. —..+ it carefully
bottle would be empty. And what does -
r.mn:lmmmaneﬂnr.\t\rI:r.»l:imtspeelll!;«I

a sturdy one?

endeavour! However, the final plece
of the puzzle, the most important
ingredient, was urine. &

WEELLY PUSHING IT % [\

Nowadays, most witch botthes are usually

be for protection, good luck, great
fartune, or even love. Rather than rusty
nails and wee they usually contain
|pretty crystals and flower petals. You
«can even buy pre-made ones online,

) e day [l Thats To really seal the deal, the person much nicer, and they don't tend to be and they are often decorated with é
mﬂhmmﬁﬂd making the witch bottle would called ‘witch bottles! Instead, some coloured wax, ribbons, and sometimes :
have to wee into the bottle. Making have charms attached. l!
Witch botties are some of the only a connection between the person i
physical evidence we have of witch The idea of magic in a bottle has ]
bedief in the early modemn period carried on for centuries, and it’s i
(1500-c.1750). In fact, we've found witch unlikely that it will stop any time soon! z
bottles from lots of different points ‘i
in history - some were even made T E
as recently as the 1980s! They have 0 oo kel jar? E
eontained anything from twigs and rusty iy b
nails to sometimes even LIRINE! Then follow thelink to 2
this Awesome Activity!
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In our online AQUILAnaut we wis S H ARE You?
hud y ity imp - i ) oL 5 m
\ d but il desperate to kvow.
IF You WERE A i
SANDWICH, WHAT 5 s30E
WOULD YOU BE? el
A Dive straightin with aheartybite!
We had a range of answers, from the : app
i s N Pake awoy the butter but odd lettisce and i
to the gastro. From the sweet (who's carrots. | knaw a bit weird but £ like it 2.5 no. utmost scruting.
up for a marshmallow topping?) to W youw yhih would
Y grosst Although th s
is method behind these particular g AR
Cisern ;
- e — ") S IGITALL ¢ e siropecion i
PICKLES "SS5 - T -
I woukd be 8 peanut butter " o in g e 2
and pickie sandwich because { l"-‘--‘ : il o
c “- o Pl o fe o
and unadulterated.
How da you feel sbout custs?
“Twould be & cassic bacon rofl A fm more rock ' ol
with o sueeet. sweet chill jam i s
This is because | am reliable, Sy S v iy

by suweet with @ sprcy

and jelly on @ bogel becouse bagels are. € Coust? | meed more crunch than that. Just toast me!
amazing and peanut utter and jelly i @ i
A e Choose your ideal sandwich side: i
very delicious and Hit's with crunchy peant
butter then & only becomes even bether in. § ‘wmbﬂdfmmm B
2.y cpinion. & needs 1o be teasted” b A Had the. 2
) - Mavours. . :
A € Acunchy and tangy saw.
4.5% of you want to .

be made of rancid
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You've only got ONEWALL In frustration,
‘she’s stomped off for a cup of tea and left
' youtoworkitout.

‘offered a series of stories and can
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Jhe Land of Plenty

Historians can learn a lot about the landscape of ancient
Egypt from its incredible art. Nature played a major role in
the images found in paintings, poftery, and buildings. These \ /
images have guided historians for centuries.

Kemet, meaning “black

land,” was the ancient

Egyptian word used to

describe the rich, fertile
soil along the Nile.
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y, the Delta, @  The Nile flows south fo north. @ The Nile flooded =
e : Ancient fgyp'l’ was divided into = every year, creating the =
s “Lower Egypt” to the north and é rich soil used for crops. =

= - ] . —, S
bre gk the ZinmnnS

*

c:hrcf, meaning “red l
land," is the ancient
Eqgyptian word used fo
describe the hot, dry
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