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terrible at talking to girks. So one day, in
afree-writing class, he wrote a pamphlet
of helphul hints entitled How to Talk to
Girls' His teacher loved it and printed
copies to sell at the school fair. A local

Next, he
on a TV talk show. A book publisher was.
watching and contacted him. Could you

expand the
iblisher acked. book, How to

Talk to Girls, has sold thousands of copies
and been printed in 20 languages.

Alec’s story is pretty special.

Usaally, writers need to approach

 publishing agent with 4
finished draft manuscript, and the agent
will attempt to get 2 publisher to purchase
the copyright.

ALY

; S1Xx WRITERS TELL Us How
 Are youa bit handy with  pen and paper? Do you fancy yourselfas  best sefing

It really helps if you have an
idea for a series, rather than o
standalone book, because it

gives a publishet an idea of your
. manuscript’s potentiall

© HEWES - mEEZEL TS

Tt was Jake's mum who started his writing
career, Every summer holiday shed force

me and my sister to write every day, from "
Ireakfast to lunch! Jake remembers ‘At English classes, and for creative
the end of the holidk d writing he gave us total freedom! So,
1o have 3 book’ One summer, Jake wrote every day for four months Gordon
a diary-type book about trying to fit in ‘worked on a story about two friends.
ata new school. He thought the story. always getting into trouble at their
was pretty good, g school. mum
wiiters' agents. Most agents dont take typed up the story and he mailed it
phone calls, espedially not from kids. Jake: to a publisher. The book was titled
was lucky. One did. His first book, Just This Car't Be Happening at Macdonald
Jake, was the beginning of a four-book Hall. Since then, Gordon has written
“Just Jake’ sevles. over 80 books and sold more than 30

Most agents have windows million coples worldwide.

of time when they Il read

m""‘::mm -am.m::“:m':imm
to find out who your favourite wiiters’ PR R
agents are. Know their names and find give helpful feedback.

out about other authors they represent.

¥ o0p
WL,

s 2 writer, boredom ks your
friend, That s when your
Imagination has space and
tire to playt

i AGE 15 - UK

Beth grew tired of young adult books
about vampires and werewolves

She wanted to read a different kind
of story, 5o she started writing one
herself. | was so self-conscious about
my writing and hadn't shared it with
anyone before; Beth recalls. So, she
posted It chapter by chapteron a
story-sharing website. Belore the story
was finished, a publisher spotted it
and contacted her. Beth's first book,
The Kissing Booth, was followed by
many more, and has since been made
into a movie.

Woeds: Kate Waler. (Restration: Juliana Penbova.

Think sbout alternative ways to
ouild an audience BEFORE you
approach a publishing agent.
Busiding 4 following thiough
Enes of story writing groups is an
excellent way to start writing 1o deadine!
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Back in the 17th century,

creating the bottle and the bottle itself
was what tied everything together
Instructions on how to create a witch
battle would be provided by the local
cunning person - someone who
performed magic but was not a witch,
and specialised in ‘unbewitching' -
curing or preventing curses. The afflicted
individual would visit the local cunning
person and tell them all about their
problems, and the cunning person would
prescribe the witch bottle, a bit like a

fﬂ

VenPenplethhwaMamm

alot of people were had cast a spell on them would craft . doctor preseribing medicine,

panicking about witches. these bottles into their own spell of * X

As far as they were sorts; to protect themselves and their / // J % Disclaimer: AQUILA magazine does not

concerned, a witch could families, cure what they believed to be . X5 ) ” * endorse the use of ufine or sharp, rusty
AauiLh curse you, curse your curses from witches, or get revenge = % nalls in pretend magleal potions.
family or even your cow! And that on the witch who cursed them. One IJ ./f fx .
was a very scary prospect indeed. To particular bottle from the 17th century 1 COULD IT BE MAGIC?
protect it - called a Bartmann Jug (or Bearded o 2 The concept of magic in a bottle still
people created witch bottles. Man Jug, on account of the delightful X} // / ) )) exists in the modem day. A witch bottle

image of @ man with a rather large 2 \ . - was found in the River Thames dating

The bottles that people used didn't beard on the front) - was found to \ | = ) back to 1982 It used a small plastic
begin their lives as witch bottles. They contain risty nalls, s heat cutoutof Yl { * ~ medicine bottle and contained pieces
were often stoneware bottles from cloth, and a bent brass sewing pin. e af metal, coing, spices, and even human
Germany, where they were mass- Other items could include clumps . teeth! Itis thought that the creator of this
produced and shipped overseas for any of hair, bits of iron in different forms, ¢ Y mmwwgﬁndnra
number of uses. Ordinary people would leaves, personal items, and many V8 BB nasty case of toathache |~
buiy these bottles for their contents, other different recycled materials 2 iLLU iy » 0 ] D | nrer  sthey
much in the same way we buy a bottle of from around the home, The making & NG added to the mixture were oves, which
Coke in the shop today! Once whatever of a witch bottle truly was a thrifty % *lJuliaﬂa skrvewan foe their elievi peaple make spel jars, which can

was in the bottle had been used, the mn{ ,u. —..+ it carefully
bottle would be empty. And what does -
r.mn:lmmmaneﬂnr.\t\rI:r.»l:imtspeelll!;«I

a sturdy one?

endeavour! However, the final plece
of the puzzle, the most important
ingredient, was urine. &

WEELLY PUSHING IT % [\

Nowadays, most witch botthes are usually

be for protection, good luck, great
fartune, or even love. Rather than rusty
nails and wee they usually contain
|pretty crystals and flower petals. You
«can even buy pre-made ones online,

) e day [l Thats To really seal the deal, the person much nicer, and they don't tend to be and they are often decorated with é
mﬂhmmﬁﬂd making the witch bottle would called ‘witch bottles! Instead, some coloured wax, ribbons, and sometimes :
have to wee into the bottle. Making have charms attached. l!
Witch botties are some of the only a connection between the person i
physical evidence we have of witch The idea of magic in a bottle has ]
bedief in the early modemn period carried on for centuries, and it’s i
(1500-c.1750). In fact, we've found witch unlikely that it will stop any time soon! z
bottles from lots of different points ‘i
in history - some were even made T E
as recently as the 1980s! They have 0 oo kel jar? E
eontained anything from twigs and rusty iy b
nails to sometimes even LIRINE! Then follow thelink to 2
this Awesome Activity!

Hold wp. [WHAT &
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o 3 UNE  savowich age vou?
hud y ity imp - i b =i s LEL =
IF You WERE A our oty iz ot
SANDWICH, WHAT ™
WOULD YOU BE? e g

A Dive straight n with a hearty bite!

We had a range of answers, from the :‘ app!

i s N Pake awoy the butter but odd lettisce and i

to the gastro. From the sweet (who's S et utmost scruting.

up for a marshmallow topping?) to W youw yhih would

& gross! Although th =

is method behind these particular g AR

e _
) & TS S RGIE AR ¢ e sl oo et o petecion
I woukd be 8 peanut butter " o in g o ’
and pickle samdwich because | : "‘“‘ - il o
© Condiments? Please. | prefer my
and unadulterated.
How do you feel about crusts?
“Twould be & cassic bacon rofl A fm more rock ' ol
with o reeet. saeet chill . i R
Thrke o ety I wautd be PB&IgeL i3 peanut butrer R
RO SHR Y gy ¢ Count? | need more crunch than that. Just toast met
amasing and peanut butter and jelly na

chassic but who sarys that's a bad thing! it is
very delicious and it with crunchy peanut
utter then it anly becomes even better in

A, my apinicn. it needs o be foarted ™

Choose your ideal sandwich side:

A Alsrge portion of French friec

3 A T——— o
€ Acunchy and tangy saw.

Whigaranon: J o Fenh o

4.5% of you want to
be made of rancid

Like s
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Jhe Land of Plenty

Historians can learn a lot about the landscape of ancient
Egypt from its incredible art. Nature played a major role in
the images found in paintings, poftery, and buildings. These \ /
images have guided historians for centuries.

Kemet, meaning “black

land,” was the ancient

Egyptian word used to

describe the rich, fertile
soil along the Nile.

I,

-

el e Y FPPPP07727
| ;&a i
msthe o®®00 000,

y, the Delta, @  The Nile flows south fo north. @ The Nile flooded =
e : Ancient fgyp'l’ was divided into = every year, creating the =
s “Lower Egypt” to the north and é rich soil used for crops. =

= - ] . —, S
bre gk the ZinmnnS

*

c:hrcf, meaning “red l
land," is the ancient
Eqgyptian word used fo
describe the hot, dry
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