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The competition

The AFL Is 0 nationol competition
of 18 teoms. it's played from
March 1o Dclober, with the
ultimate game, the Grond Final,

When o ployer Istockled, they must
release the foaty or be penatised for

“holding the ball”, The crowd will yell
hedd in Melbourne each year. “ball” whenever a plower Is tockled. Feel
' Wictors holst the Premiership Cup. free to do this teo {don't be concened

about being accueate, as no one eise ls)

ENJOY
AUSSIE
RULES

Travelling in Australia
offers a wonderful S
opportunity for the e - =
uninitiated to observe =
the sport of Aussic Rules ::;n -
raditional food ot o

football. footy game IS o medt ple o Banners

o with tomato sauce, but 4 Before the game, each
IF YOU'VE NEVER seen an Aussie these days there's even team runs through o glant
Rules match before (aka “footy”, salads and sushi on Dbanner made of erépe
*football” or "AFL" - after the the menu (o clear sign 1 paper. Why? Why not?

stralian Football L eague, which cvilisation as we kmow it

::ulh:;mi.ymrﬁmm frpomig 1 ),
may leave you feeling as if you've been
dropped onto another planet. You'll be
dazed, confused and wondering what
exactly is going on. While the game

may at times appear to be completely

unfathomable, don't be alarmed - our
handy tips will help you quickly pass

yourself off as an expert,

At the end of the day, “footy” is simple.
Everyone tries to get the ball and kick
or run it towards their goal. Don't be

afraid to ask someone in the crowd
what's going on. AFL fans are as keen Handballing
nn_omlvmlomumﬂwamﬁiul | Holding the beil In one
religions. hand and hiting 1t with the
other cienched fist A good

Need to know The mark ‘piayer can it o target 30
Tothe right are the simple points of Calching the ball on the melres away on the un, o
the game. There are subtleties and ful from g Kick Is 0 “mark”, ‘bod one will miss ertiely.
nuances that take time to pick up, but ond means the player
don’t let that bother you, Most fans KuxrLbe tcikied ond con
and commentators have never leamnt m"ﬁ';:;‘;":::g i
them either. sometimesledp onto an Mo offside rule, madness!
— opponent's back to mark. Unlike socces, the AFL has no offside Fleld of play

writer with o rule, 50 ployers con run cnywhere on AFLIs played on on oval, and the
deep love of AFL, despite supporting the the field, It may look Uke choos but game was originglly invented to
Melboume Football Club, which hasn't won Iherels method In the modness. keep cicketers 1L In wintet
a Premiership since 1964,
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Scoring

At each end of the fleld, you'll see two.
big sticks with two smaller sticks on
each side. Kicking the ball through the
big sticks Is @ “goal” - worth six pornts
= ond Kcking it through the smatl enes
15 @ "behind”, worth one point,

Players

- Each team hies 18 plogers
and onather four ployers
on the bench with rotaiions
limited to S0 per game.

b Tockling

A player can be tockied os long
as I1's nat above the shoulders.
When tockied, players must

dispose af the boll or get a free AFL matches are played
kick owarded agalrst them. i ‘5 x .I
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IT'S OK - YOU'LL
FIND SOMEONE
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