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IN THE AIR

A CASE IN POINT

By Maxuer Ciuawey”

* fashionable vehicle must contain
equipment that one never wses, 4 bed
one never sleeps in, 1 wiiting table where ane
never writes [...] finally, all kinds of indis-
pensable things that serve no purpose”™,’
ironically proclaimed Le fourual des dames
et des modes in 1813, Travel encourages the
functional; manifestly, wea, it is a matrer of
elegance, That is because, away from the
Thome, objects condense our warkd Docs not
thee word wécessaire also designate “the set of
things essential to 3 way of life™ Ir's about
being fashionable as well as comfortable

1% THE FIELD
Henee the multipbcation of elegant mécessaires
starting in the second half of the 15th cen

rurg These contained what a person needed
for their toilet, but also for writing, sewing
and botanizing. In the next century, the
sacralisaion of privacy eallesd for objeces held
and provected by cases, Wilter Benjamin
notes that the 1ath century “conceived the
residence s a receptacle for the person, and
it encased him with all his appurtenances
sa deeply in the dwelling's inerior that one
might be reminded of the inside of a compass
case, where the instrument [} lies embed-
ded in deep, usually violet, falds of velvet,*
(Ona journey, comfort meant 3 collection of
personal olsects in cases. These served as
farniture, making the user ar home every-
where, In 1840, a man's foiletry set contained

a burnercumclamp, two curling tongs, a
brasin with szand, razors and povders, Since
the late 18th century and the campaigns of
Napolean, everything, from beds 1o spaons,
could be folded and kept in boxes, Military
campaign furniture morphed into a “pocke
sideboard” with folding chairs and parasols
wr bucolic picnics, Emile Hermés would

collect these sers which still inspire the
house's creations today

PAEKING ONE'S BAGS

With the advent of rail travel and the
democratisation of tourism, the question
became a social one, such was the social
diversity among travellers, To describe
luggage became a way of caricaturing social
types. In 1874, for example, La Vie parisimne
poked fun at an chegant couple thar was "in
the habit of travelling six months of the year

* S Chirpy

. L Joarnat o dames st

Kirvan MeLaghon.
Cambrrcge, Mase st
Loy The Reflazp
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