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Braving Arctic wate gles, terns
and jellyfish on a wild-swimming
adventure in the Lofoten Islands.

By Louise Tic itions Sue Gent
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The l4th=century emperor of Mali renounced
Cadas [0 a9'0 t ¥ e blue expanse of
Ahie nt@addc way wla became of him?
Pat Kinsella traces his myth and legend
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his Briands ard ralebd
by receiving of stolen goods, by consorting
with pirates”

Similar problems existed in Wales inthe
Middie Ageswhere the Marcher Lords - nobles
entrusted to guard the border between Wales
and England - provided safe havens for “ship
thieves™ Im}wlﬁOaStrJolmMu the \-'ku-
Admiral of ¢
plrmmmﬂlhﬂrn%gwuhhcﬂlﬂ

ENEHIES ONALL SIDES

Jc.-.!.,-

PO

“In times of peace,
the coasts became
flooded with sailors
with ne job, no pay
and no prospeets”

wheﬂylaid[hr]alnunl .with swords drawn
4 the hoy”. Noone was safe, not

owldbef«mdverytbn whmvoi(hdu
Welsh, Irish and Scots at various times all at
warwith the English, as were the French,
Spanish, Dutch and Hanseatic League, among
others But maritimeviclence and theft wasnot
restricted o wartime. Indeed, the oppasite

fven th intimes of p he consts
became flooded with sailors, trained inwar
bt now with no job, no payand no prospects.
Using their ckill o take what they could (and

even a king. In 1406, James | of Scotland was
captured by English pirates and held captive
by Henry IV for 18 years.

For centuries, therefore, the sea around the
British | sles was livid with domestic pirates
operating from bases on private land and
suiling with the blessing of the wealthy and
politically connected landowners. Lubworth
Cove and Smdhndalyln mew

4

imvees

ghmlmhllubodtl ll too appealing

in louth west Ireland, and the
k 1, where the English

Mrdnmoﬁhedﬂp'nfhxotw

warship the Mary Wilbughby wassent in1533

In 1304, ck
Wnﬂdwmill aship inthe king's service
was robbed by a feet led by a man who, until
recenitly, had been an English admiral It could
W0l (F g e 1ol e LOD WOha 0] T80 0 50 ]
o w5 il g der = he Th moesv hiny
Just below Woalwich, “five or six personsin n

FANOUS PIRATES

1 b th a4 In

ISTRUneonuoeng'tl*ﬂh&M'rhmqu
plundered by pirtes at Newport inWales
Lundy lsland in the Bri Channel briefly
became a pirate kingdo , having been
seized by West Country pirate Thomas o
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Terror
rules the
waves

For centuries, pirate raids
made Britain's coast a place
to be feared and avoided.
Sam Willis examines the era
when danger stalked the seas
and barbarous kidnappers
seized locals from the shores

Mustrasions: Sus Gant

“And though we have not akeays war
th wet It shallbe W th

the King have always some fleet upon

ithe sea, for repressing of rovers, saving

our merchandise, our fishers, and cthe

diwellers upon the coasts..”

SirJohn Fortescue (1395 - c477)

ere’s afun task to transport you 1o
ahappy place: which words do you
think best describe the British
senside? Mine are: pasties, surfing
and lazy sunbathing. It'sa personal
response and my list is almest entirely defined
by the fact that 1 live in the West Country. But
1 bet that - wherever you are imagining
yourself - the imagery and words that come
to mind are generally positive.
Now what about these: fear, slavery, greed.
torture, These are words that used to be
linked with the const. And the wm:;l:‘

Y.
deceit, betrayal murder. Do not be decebved
when yousit inyour dechchsir safely wat ching
the gulls circle ove rhead, for the British coast

used tobea place of acute danger.
The fear associated with the coast was borm
h for millennia for i
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wealth, and as long as there has been trade at
sea, there hasbeen robbery at sea. The
famous gelden age of piracy is associated with
Caribbs h as Wiliam
Kidd and Blackbeard, but those men came
from a much less well-known but crucially
important world that was shaped by an
ancient tradition of viclent robbery at sea.
in the medieval period, piracy was widely
practiced arcund our coasts. There was very
little legal defi 3

pirau::;d very few ships to police the coasts.
The sea wns a strange place where no man
could claim any rights, no court had any

s " rvh

Jur i
peace. Pircy was not even recognised asa
crime in English law until 1536

VILLAINS OF THE HIGHEST ORDER
Pirates were protected, encouraged and
supplied by some of the highest ranking
individuals in the land. During the reignof
the Tudor queen Elizabeth |, a Hamburg
merchant was robbed by the ship Henry
Sackforde, “whereol is cwner one Henry
Seckfords ssquine, onwcfthe gu ;
your Majesty’s Privy Chamber™, Inthe same
period, personal ships belonging to Charles
Howard, the Lord High Admiral, actively
engaged in piracy while they were supposed
to besuppressing it.

Perhaps the most notorious English pirates
were the Cornish Killigrew family. Sir John
Killigrew was both captain of Pendennis Castle

inFalmouth and head of a commission set up
by the Elizabeth
by [ tiga

and police piracy in the West Country, but he
himself was one of the county’s most

P And it ran in the fi
father was a pirate, his mother was famed for
leading a boardling party in person, and in 1595
his son was accused of maldng his Iving by
“oppressing his tenants.. by robbery.. by ©

“The sea was a place
where no court had
any jurisdiction and
no sovereign could

impose peace™
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hint of DayGlo green one
minute: a dash of sky blue the
next. Their sbdomens made
patterns like disco lights
across the floor. As they flew
inand around the object of
their affection they looked

almost playful. THs was ‘hef- weld "=

playground. 1t wa i1 ielr leai pi

This i the ey 3 cme ot o300
an innocent bluebottle-spotier 1o a deatl-
obmessive and bacl agzin 1 begat by m
Peter Cross, a forer:zi opoteisist vk
s 3 unique project set up by the University
af Central Lancashire. On a secret site in
the nosth-west of England, he showed me
his experimental research facility - a field of
carefully arranged dead pigs intended to help
forensics teams maonitor the rates at which
mammalian bodies decay.

“Have you got used to the smell?” | asked
hien. It doesn't really bather me,” Peter
replied. “1 register when ir's strong, but...”
He shrugged. “Every job I've ever had was in
some way related to death. I've smelt it all of
my life.” Peter was introducing me to 3 side
of nature that | had never experienced. He,
and scientists like him, see life everywhere,
even in death. Especially in death.

During the day that | spent with Peter
we waiched and became entranced by the
cxosystems that suddenly appear around
animals that have recently died, like a
travelling circus coming to town, Carrion
beetles. cheese flies, sexton bectles. Rotund
chown beetles, Chequered beethes. Black
scavenger flies. Rove beetles running amok

g

Apri 2016

E,

Should we think differently
about death in nature?
Without this fascinating
process we wouldn't even
he hers — evandhir ~Fm
Houchiinzioewl o 1
by natural selection relies
onit, says Jules Howard.

within the rain-washed pig skeletons,
carrying maggots into the dark depths like
leopards pulling gazelles into the boughs
of enormous trees,

There was so much to see that it was
enthralling, There were many other
creatures upon and within these dead pigs:
dung beetles, parasitic wasps (argeting
the maggots), clothes moths, skin beetles
and accasional marauding interlopers such
15 predatory harvestmen and centipedes,
which weaved paths through the collapsing
banes. These dead pigs had become such

WILDLIFE ESSAY

awonderful place for life. A food-chain
had been resurrected. Transformed. Such
activity, Such occupancy.

As a naturalist, why hadn't | thought 10
study such a thing as a dead animal before?
Why had 1 overlaoked such a ripe place
for secing and studying invertebrates®
Questions like these formed in my head
in the months that followed my visit with
Peter. Was it disgust that had kept me from
looking at death? Was it my concern that
such an interest might be thought ghoulish
or perverse? The truth of the matier is that
1 had never considered death as a sciemtific

subject. That was a mistake.
In the weeks that followed this first close
encounter with a carcass, 1 talked about my
experiences — my epiphany, really — with my
friends and family. | told them about my

Expression of the Emotions in Man and
(1872} he wrote: “With respect to the face,
maoderate disgust is exhibited in various ways:
by the mouth being widely opened, as if o let
an offensive morsel drop out: by spitting; by
bhowing out of the protruded lips; or by

a sound 25 of dearing the thraat”

The apparent universality of the disgust
face” throughout human populaticns and
cultures suggrests that it might have a genetic
ancestry. Disgust at death may tam out to
be hard wired: an evolved behaviour that
serves 1o limit human contact with the perils
associated with decaying corpses, suchas &

WE WATCHED THE ECOSYSTEMS THAT
APPEAR AROUND ANIMALS THAT HAVE
DIED, LIKE A CIRCUS COMING TO TOWN.

BECWididle 31
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Sous sa protection
la mammy irlandaise

Under Her Roof - The Irist
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