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The other racers were still at the starting line.
They hadn’t taken a single step.

“Are you OK, girls?” she heard a teacher say.

Casey-Bethany, her arms still out in a racing
stance, looked utterly baffled. “I can’t move,”
she said.

Sure enough, the entire row was rooted where
they stood.

A chill ran through Jennifer’s veins. Nobody will
finish the race before you. That’s what Pol had said.
Surely, he hadn’t meant this? One racer started to
cry, and still they didn’t budge. Would Jennifer
have to complete the race before they could move?
The thought made her cringe. Crossing the finish
line when all your contenders were magically frozen
at the start line was not a victory. She couldn’t
just leave them stuck there so she began to walk
towards the finish line as casually as she could.
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