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The year is 2033. An alien
spacecraft has crashed on Earth.

$3114 040 3HL

The UFO Files is an investigation into
that ship and the beings that built it,
which will take you from the origins of life
on Earth to the edges of known space.

Uncover a thrilling story of courage
and curiosity during this closest of
encounters, and explore the real,
cutting-edge science behind the fiction.
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Text conversation, May 24, 2030

that comes from
of alien fechnology!

A navrow band Siﬁ"“{
ce could be evidence

The electromagnetic spectrum

2000 BHO®

] NWUQJ)

Cory: We found something.

Viaan: What? (7

&E
Z

&
+

Cory: A narrow band signal.
irwa rming's

Vian: 88

Cory: s i the hyerogen band. i

Viaan: Inferesting.

The light that people can see makes up a very small sliver of a vast spectrum of
different types of electromagnetic energy, in the form of waves. This spectrum
is arranged by frequency, measured in hertz (Hz), which is a count of the number
of waves per second. Radio waves have a low frequency, often measured in
n megahertz (MHz). They can pass through solid objects, so travel very long distances.

Frequency of the hydrogen band = 14204 Mtz
Very important for vadio astronomyl S Padip ggtrﬂnpr"u

—
—

gomrl’llhtmhwﬂwm Signal captured at Allen Telescope Array,
it . Hat Creek, California, United States

In radio y, a special tel pe picks up radio waves from space. Stars and
other shievts in spaca shine with all kinds of energy, including radio waves. These
natural sources emit wide band signals, meaning many frequencies at once. Many
types of human technology—including cell phones—send and receive radio waves to
communicate. These use narrow band signals, meaning just one frequency at a time.
Scienti P alien tech might use narrow bands, too.

The hydrogen band

Hydrogen is part of the water molecule, and water is essential for life as we know
it. Hydrogen gas throughout the universe gives off a faint radio glow at a special
frequency, | 420.4 MHz. Alien civilizations might send a strong signal at this frequency,
because anyone using radio technology would likely already be paying attention.

Allen Telescope Array, Hat Creek, Califomia, United Stafes
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STRANGE SIGNAL FROM SPAGE

|
|

Could it be aliens?
by Kvlee Brown

Are we alone in the universe?
Humanity hos been asking

this question for as long as we
have stared up at the night

sky. Yesterday, we may have
received an answer. Two radio
telescopes picked up on unusual
signal from space. “It's the best
candidate for a technosignah
that we've ever received,” said
Shane Atwood, on astronomer
with the SETI institute in
Mountain View, California,

A technosignature is evidence
of technology from beyond
Earth. And if such technology
exists, it stands to reason that
alien intelligence built it. But,
cautions Atwood, we shouldn't
jump to any conclusions just yet.

The signal arrived the
morning of Friday, May 24.
Cory Torres, a researcher af the
Allen Telescope Array in Hat
Creek, California, noticed it. First,
they had to rule out interference
from our own technology, which
makes radio noise that can
muddy observations, Listening |
for signals from distant stars
is like “trying to hear a faint
whisper coming from across
the room at a loud, crowded
party,” says Torres,

The signal came from
the general direction of
the red dwarf
star Ross 128.

Cory Tarres at the Allen Tebeseope Array.

Phatograph: Vinan Ranganathan

However, without knowing
the amount of power used o
send the signal, scientists can’t
determine how far it raveled.
And they have been unable to
determine if it might contain o
message.

A SETI group in Bologna,
Italy, captured the signal, too,
“That's never happened
before,” said Atwood.

However, none of the
recordings are very high
quality. “ The source could
be a nearby spy saiellite,”
suggesls Atwood. No country
or organization has claimed
respansibility, though.

Is it @ message from
extroterrestrials? “ We just
don’t know yet,” said Torres.

 SIGNAL FROM spac

The Story of SETI
SETI stands for "the Search for
ExtraTerrestrial Intelligence.”
Many scientists and other
experts around the world
have participated. In 1984,
astronomer Jill Tarter co-
founded the SETI Institute.
As of 2024, no scientific
evidence of intelligent aliens
had been found. But space is
huge and we haven't looked
everywhere. So, the search

carries on. The ongoing
Breakthrough Listen Initiative
launched in 2015 and is the
largest SETI effort in history.

“When ] was A swaLL cwio... ]
WAS WALKING ALONG THE BEACH WITH

My 0ap... Ao ] Lookeo ue, anp ]
UNDERSTOOD THAT THOSE STARS IN THE
SKY WERE LIKE OUR SUN._AND IT UST
SEEMED ABSOLUTELY NATURAL TO ME
THAT ON A BEACH, CIRCLING ONE OF
THOSE STARS UP THERE, THERE WOULD
BE ANOTHER CREATURE WALKING ALONG
WITH ITS PARENT BY THE EDGE OF AN
d OCEAN AND LOOKING UP AND SEEING OUR
SUN AS A STAR IN THEIR SKY.”
—JiL Tarter, 2020

CT AN ALIEN.

DETECT AN ALY
CIVILIZATION?

P,
7ess conference to be held at 1.4n ps7 |

ILLUSTRATIONX

Connecting You to a World of Illustration


https://www.illustrationx.com/ko/artists/WestonWei
https://www.illustrationx.com/ko/artists/WestonWei

Weston Wel

www.illustrationx.com/ko/WestonWei

businessgeaple
a jab that by virtue of oft-overlonked
s up
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ik Act, which
I vake

and the eor
of the lat

1 on 4 tip
resulting In sanctiors in excess af $1 millian,

uhd-be fraud-
oy posiing s a
i

this hotel tonight
ng with

i Mike King,
per whose seemingly
 possib

A
Overiin hiss appeaached King sboat making
ment with him—a covert attempt at

IRE mare infarmation about his assets,

ssibility of getting into busir

undder a fake identity, preparing to expound
enigth Upon 4 BUSINESS oPROTIINIY he
ks 1 real Intentbar b bvesting in—is just
amother day at the office. And that's probably
because It is
“Wky,” e siys as we prepare o leave the
hotel puorm. “Time 1o o to worl

T WAER T Yau® you what Overum Inoks
Nike. O where be lives. P not gaing 1o tell
you what kind of car e drives of what leams
b raots for. That's because I've to
withhokl key identifying details. I want 1o
keep doing this for as long as 1 can, so it's
very important that certain things about
me remaln a secret” be tells me. “If you try
Ioaking me up o the internet right now, you
waet find 4 thing:
What ean tell you sbout Richard Overum
s that his name 15 nod Richard Overum—
that's the kind of allas he might wse in
the fleld. “Richard Overii isa play on
“dick over them,™ he tells me. While
we were Logether, Overum used
snsother alias, a maniker that [ean
reveal because he's carrently using it
im yef anather case. But | can tell you
that it’s also phallic.
“Sa are your aliases all dick jokes?”
T ask hi
Hechuckles. “That's right” (Though nota
dick jodoe, “Mike King” s also a perudoegmm.)
Overum’s sense of humor—often child-
ish=helps him add levity to his day-to-day,
which is atherwise earnest and sometimes
dangervus, He's been working as a profes-

il tonight C

discussians in person. Cverum has permitted
sme 1o watch him work, but there's a cateh
Inorder to not blew his awver, I need to be
usdercover (oo, | have to play ane of his busi-

tiess purtniers —another potential imvestor,
Of course, knowing my part isn't enaugh.
Ihanve 1o Jook it: For Ovenim, sartorial embel-
lishment is another part of the tradecraft
I the days prior, I'd cobbled tagether my
Ricest pair of jeans, a taikored buttog-
down shirt that was gifted to me
10 years ago, and F'deven gotten

shomal whistleblower for aver a decade nav,
ElgEagging the coantry (o cory uf 1o suspects

and manipulation in order 1o coax fros
the bhueprints for any number af whi
seams, from Panel schemes W prime bank
frauds. Asa mogivator, the cash Uit ho might
collect is never Far from Ov

Back when it was instituted, in the
poxst-Mackoff era, the whistleblower programs
were meant 1o balster enforooment at under
resourced government agencies
the SEC and CFTC woald novw|

my shoes shined at the airpart

o6 the way in. But | needed
something more:

“Have a seat? Overim ells mo

s hie unzips & black backpack and

prodisces twn high-end watches, “This

I
mbast general sense, the program s worked
as intended: In fiscal year 2023, the SEC
reveived auer 18,000 tips, and awanded pearly
£600 million ta 89 individus) whisticblow
The vast mabority of peaple providing

e lawsays, oaeor I

earn an award equal to 10 10 30 percent of
what's eollected.

Whistleblower programs were established

al the Securities and Exchange Commission

SIEC) amd the Commodity Futures Trading

Cammission (CFTC) to manage and livesti-

nd the caloubus for awards depends

ipke factors, Including the value of

the infarmation in making the case. Bul the

118 GQ. 0N EERTENEER FaT4

fie of the

Moan, and this one is & Zendth Defy Classic”
e saye. "See which e fits”

skipone on. It loaks great” Overum says
“You'll do grest”

“Aere yous nervous® b sks.

“Yes 1 wdmic

But a3 1 lock at Overum, he seens
sell-possessed —polsed, almost
s s if all this—meeting King

tipa to whisik prrograms do o only
onee kn thelr lie. They are not—ns Overum
s —repeat customers. Over te course of his
which can

evidence, have

Jed to various regulstory agencies, ncluding
the SEC, taking action approsinsately 90
ersaf declined

nat remark an “thewlsd) i 06N AEs ien &

of a possible whistleblon 1 ibm siot %)
You may be wondereig wiysameuie
1o has such o g would risk

wliy me @ MET Nt w |
i e o <k e |

st i prowlan bt aren v con

e

Iilering it all wj o talii b @ aurmalist fur
A magazing story, That 's, v by w0 e $167
bergt s~ with tve allases and fancy clothes

savs *aretiaes {2 Trom somebody who
Wty a Ll Soeling about somebody nd
wha they're ding”

e werteclies, all th
abscure his Wlentity bn my reporting—only o
ks oenly about bils process? Well. Overun
says, he suspects his idemtity coubd be exposed
onediy, and it might only be amatteral Ume,
There might anly be so many whisthes to blow
before Richard Overam could be forced into
e light. Giving up on this Tine of work is
nonstarter, so hes got ather plans In that
event—training upa whobe new corpsaf whis-
teblowers 1o follow in his footsteps, 10 sars
S0 aKIg B Tve s @ call 1o arms. Everye

¢ says, should know about this pogram And

Overum s al il tigs line
Usat Ioe operates {activistwhistieblowers @
praton.mie), spreading it through his net-

of uwards when they're earned. And so the.

nascent industrialization of whistleblowing

wark of lawyers Lately, he's
been Jooking for povential tangets on social
e, [ Tue sees peapl posing an Instagram
with yaclsts, say, ar cars that cost handreds
of thausands of dollass, while also trying L
raise money, he says, bells immediaely g
o, “They Just seem boo good 1o be true” stys
Cverum, He nobes that he peruses o many:

ess whowonder whether the systers inten-
Hhoms have bren wurped —if funds ariginally
nseant to support an army of citizen whis-
tieblowrrs are increasingly funneling intothe

pocketsof A smal cadre of experts,
Bt s bong &3 he's able, Overum will keep
bliwing the whistle, sometimes puraing as
t once. By this point,

acconnts fi
Inls algorithim b5 now flooded with |||mgﬂs of

he's gk a process: Ovesum pores over Brancial
e bumts for aliases and

At this point, leals reach Overuim in avarl:

ety of ways. e s worked.

with a fumber of law-

s Wi spocialiee bn

representing whis

Blowers anil who ofien

point Gverum o ihe

direction of & potential

ety
warthy o fsriher investigation. *T've found

bankruptches and business sethacks. When
b fvance o a stage where he

s many
Lawmakers might have been
hoping o incentivize employes

whi stumble aeross signs of
fraud 1o speak up, bui they've

needs 10 interact with a target, Overum will
oiten pase as o wouli-be nvestor. Selecting
the right asstined ientity fie any given sut-
Ject also takes work Overum spends bours

tage industry—professionals
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Inside the undercover
adventures of a full-time
fraud sleuth.

BY GORDY MEGROZ
ILLUSTRATIONS BY WESTON WEI
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